Unpredictable interactions between cefotetan and penicillins or aminoglycosides.
The bacteriostatic and bactericidal activity of gentamicin, amikacin, piperacillin, azlocillin, ampicillin, benzyl penicillin, and oxacillin against 85 selected isolates was measured alone and in the presence of subinhibitory concentrations of cefotetan. A potential for antagonistic interactions between cefotetan and acylamino penicillins (piperacillin greater than azlocillin greater than ampicillin) were observed with some strains; synergy was suggested with other isolates, however, Bacteriostatic and bactericidal activity of the two aminoglycosides was enhanced by cefotetan with most gram-negative bacilli, but bactericidal activity was significantly diminished with 4 of 65 strains. Piperacillin and cefotetan were clearly antagonistic with 11 of 44 strains and synergistic with 4 of 44 strains of gram-negative bacilli: the remaining 21 strains gave off scale end points and could not be analyzed in that way.